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Wouldn t it be nice to always have exactly the right kind of map, whatever your needs may be? You
will, with the uniquely versatile DeLorme Atlas & Gazetteer Series. These topographic atlases cover
individual states with the most comprehensive detail available, including back roads, backwater
lakes and streams, boat ramps, forests, wetlands, trailheads, campgrounds, public lands, prime
hunting and fishing spots, and countless landmarks and points of interest. You ll also find a wealth
of information on everything from family outings to wilderness adventures. The Atlas & Gazetteer is
ideal for outdoor recreation, business travel, home or office reference, and countless other uses.
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I have several of these of Arizona, Utah and New Mexico. Duplicates of each... one in the house for
planning and study, one in the truck. Occasionally I rotate them so they don't wear out too quickly.If
you spend a lot of time in the back country these maps are the best alternative, from my point of
view. It's true the maps don't have labels on the back country cow trails another reviewer
complained of. The fact is, neither do the roads. But it's often helpful when you come to the fork in a
dirt two-track and they both wander off a few degrees off North, to be able to crack open the
Delorme and discover the one on the left plays out just over that hill over there at a windmill. There's
no excuse for needing labels these days. A compass and Delorme will allow you to locate yourself
in most instances.However, even the back woods purist ought to own a GPS. I've been wandering
around the back woods longer than most readers of this have been alive. I rarely get lost, but I

frequently don't know exactly where I am. Occasionally my old TrailBlazer saved me a lot of walking
to get back to the truck. Once it saved my life in a snowstorm, I imagine.For motor traveling you'll
cover too much ground to allow the 7.5 minute maps to help much. You pass from one map to the
next too quickly. When you are afoot a couple of them become useful. Meanwhile, I use Delorme as
one of the ways to keep track of my wanderings. I recommend them wherever you are. And a GPS,
as well.

This map is fairly detailed, and well organized. Its back cover divides the state into squares, and
each square equals a page. See the number on the square, and turn to that page. It's that easy. (It
also has a decent index.)There are a lot of maps of New Mexico, and anyone really obsessed with
exploring its backroads should get copies of the USGS five-minute maps for the areas they're
particularly interested in. But, for a good, general, usually adequate map of the entire state, this is
by far the best map to buy. It's got many dirt roads, ranch roads, and little known landmarks. I've
spent years of driving and exploring with my brother and my friends, stopping frequently to crack
this map open and find out where on earth we were.Occasionally, if something wasn't in this map, it
was in the Benchmark "New Mexico Road and Recreation Atlas," but of the two this one's always
been the more helpful. You should get a copy, and then, you should get out.There's a lot to see.

Jack Purcell is pretty thorough in his review. As for the nitpickers, if they really want to get names
and numbers of backroads, they can contact the forest service and BLM, as well as the park
service, who publishes maps of logging roads, and other limited use roadways. At 1:250,000, who
could expect a name or number tag anyway of off-the-beaten trail access roads anyway?What's
nice about the new edition is De Lorme has added graphics to note relief, rather than topo lines
found on previous editions (Perhaps due to competition from Benchmark Maps). I like the DeLorme
Maps because they tend to be more detailed using a smaller resolution overall than other book
maps (1:150,000 up to 1:250,000), and if one needs the detail offered in a 7.5 minute map, they
have only to visit TopoZone.com to get really close, after locating the general area conditions on a
DeLorme Map.A great overall set to obtain, at the very least, get your state and every state that
surrounds your own, and exploit it for true getaways and area studies!

Unlike others, I prefer the New Mexico Atlas and Gazetteer over the Benchmark New Mexico Road
& Recreation Atlas. The reason is that the gazetteer shows state and federal lands - places where
I'm not tresspassing. That's important to me. I carry them both, but the gazetteer gets used.

I haven't purchased a delorme atlas before, I have several from 'the other guy' that I like.I thought
this would be as good. I was wrong. Some pages have topo contour lines and others don't. I got it
for back road and camping use and it just won't cut it. I'll be adding a RM to my next order.

My wife and I used this for our vacation in New Mexico. We are old school and rather have maps for
detailed traveling. This series of maps for the U.S. has never steered us wrong. GPS and computer
maps not so much.

The DeLorme map series is an expanded scale (1" = 3 miles) map series that does justice to rural
explorations but don't fare well on the inner workings of cities. This map is an attempt to fix that.
Several pages are dedicated to the downtown city streets in just the largest city. Not sure it's worth
the effort. City maps are readily available, and what makes these special is their fine treatment to
the more-rural areas. Contour's and roads are well documented.

C'mon, DeLorme, what's wrong with your mapping department?! This atlas is useless for anything
except travel on paved highways and the more prominent jeep and ATV dirt roads. The scale for the
maps in this atlas is 1 inch to an absurd 4.7 miles, i.e., 1:297792 (or I suppose 1:300000 is probably
the true scale). Good backcountry maps have scales around 1:50000 and at most 1:100000. A
paper gas-station New Mexico road map might be less detailed (although it wouldn't surprise me if
AAA's excellent "Indian Country" map has as much detail as this atlas, if not more). But you can't
use this atlas for any kind of involved backcountry travel, whether on foot, by mountain bicycle, or by
motor vehicle. You used to publish atlases with reasonably large scales and some useful trail
networks. What gives?
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