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In this riveting book, authors and authorities on modern day slavery Kevin Bales and Ron Soodalter
expose the disturbing phenomenon of human trafficking and slavery that exists now in the United
States. In The Slave Next Door we find that slaves are all around us, hidden in plain sight: the
dishwasher in the kitchen of the neighborhood restaurant, the kids on the corner selling cheap
trinkets, the man sweeping the floor of the local department store. In these pages we also meet
some unexpected slaveholders, such as a 27-year old middle-class Texas housewife who is
currently serving a life sentence for offences including slavery. Weaving together a wealth of
voices&#151;from slaves, slaveholders, and traffickers as well as from experts, counselors, law
enforcement officers, rescue and support groups, and others&#151;this book is also a call to action,
telling what we, as private citizens, can do to finally bring an end to this horrific crime.
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I offer my first- and second-year college writing students a number of books from which to write
about each semester on the subject of victims of war, and I allow some of these books to be on
war-like conditions: after all, events like rape and murder recreate war episodes to victims even if
they are not part of a war. Certainly, "The Slave Next Door" qualifies. While its advocacy against
human slavery is clear and strong, it maintains an objectivity and seeks to gather facts in great
detail to bolster its assertions that (1) slavery is much more common than most of us realize, (2)
many of us see or are affected by it each day in the products we use and the culture we experience,

and (3) it won't go away easily or soon. The book is, in these regards, somewhat depressing, but at
the same time it is filled with narratives of individual illustrative cases that make it a very interesting
read.One of the more worthy facts and illustrative stories in "Slave" is that sex slavery accounts for
a smaller part of slavery in the U.S. than docudramas on TV suggest: agricultural, small-business,
and even domestic household slavery all are huge businesses. Individual stories are sometimes
heartbreaking and often frustrating in their outcomes as public and private agencies fight, often
valiantly but with often with little or no useful result, to help men, women, and children who have
been grabbed, tricked, or otherwise spun by a web of lies and violence into a world they never
wanted or expected and don't know how to handle. The chapters are arranged such that it is quite
possible to read and focus on just a few to gain important knowledge on specific aspects of the
slave trade in the U.S.What are the book's weaknesses?
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