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A field guide to the twenty-first century, written by one of its most celebrated observersWe all sense
itâ€•something big is going on. You feel it in your workplace. You feel it when you talk to your kids.
You canâ€™t miss it when you read the newspapers or watch the news. Our lives are being
transformed in so many realms all at onceâ€•and it is dizzying. In Thank You for Being Late, a work
unlike anything he has attempted before, Thomas L. Friedman exposes the tectonic movements
that are reshaping the world today and explains how to get the most out of them and cushion their
worst impacts. You will never look at the world the same way again after you read this book: how
you understand the news, the work you do, the education your kids need, the investments your
employer has to make, and the moral and geopolitical choices our country has to navigate will all be
refashioned by Friedmanâ€™s original analysis. Friedman begins by taking us into his own way of
looking at the worldâ€•how he writes a column. After a quick tutorial on that subject, he proceeds to
write what could only be called a giant column about the twenty-first century. His thesis: to
understand the twenty-first century, you need to understand that the planetâ€™s three largest
forcesâ€•Mooreâ€™s law (technology); the Market (globalization); and Mother Nature (climate
change and biodiversity loss)â€•are accelerating all at once. These accelerations are transforming
five key realms: the workplace, politics, geopolitics, ethics, and community. Why is this happening?
As Friedman shows, the exponential increase in computing power defined by Mooreâ€™s law has a
lot to do with it. The year 2007 was a major inflection point: the release of the iPhone, together with
advances in silicon chips, software, storage, sensors, and networking, created a new technology
platform. Friedman calls this platform â€œthe supernovaâ€•â€•for it is an extraordinary release of
energy that is reshaping everything from how we hail a taxi to the fate of nations to our most
intimate relationships. It is creating vast new opportunities for individuals and small groups to save
the worldâ€•or to destroy it. Thank You for Being Late is a work of contemporary history that serves
as a field manual for how to write and think about this era of accelerations. Itâ€™s also an argument
for â€œbeing lateâ€•â€•for pausing to appreciate this amazing historical epoch weâ€™re passing
through and reflecting on its possibilities and dangers. To amplify this point, Friedman revisits his
Minnesota hometown in his moving concluding chapters; there, he explores how communities can
create a â€œtopsoil of trustâ€• to anchor their increasingly diverse and digital populations. With his
trademark vitality, wit, and optimism, Friedman shows that we can overcome the multiple stresses of
an age of accelerationsâ€•if we slow down, if we dare to be late and use the time to reimagine work,
politics, and community. Thank You for Being Late is Friedmanâ€™s most ambitious bookâ€•and an
essential guide to the present and the future.

Hardcover: 496 pages
Publisher: Farrar, Straus and Giroux (November 22, 2016)
Language: English
ISBN-10: 0374273537
ISBN-13: 978-0374273538
Shipping Weight: 1.7 pounds (View shipping rates and policies)
Best Sellers Rank: #34,727 in Books (See Top 100 in Books) #44 inÂ Books > Politics & Social
Sciences > Politics & Government > Specific Topics > Political Economy #56 inÂ Books > Politics
& Social Sciences > Politics & Government > Specific Topics > Globalization #98 inÂ Books >
Business & Money > Economics > Economic Conditions

Thank You for Being Late: An Optimist's Guide to Thriving in the Age of Accelerations Living And
Thriving With Lung Cancer (Living And Thriving With Cancer) Thank You for Being a Friend: A
Golden Girls Trivia Book The Winner's Guide to Optimist Sailing Performance, Memory, and
Processions in Ancient Rome: The Pompa Circensis from the Late Republic to Late Antiquity The
Rational Optimist: How Prosperity Evolves The Rational Optimist: How Prosperity Evolves (P.S.)
The Medical School Interview: From preparation to thank you notes: Empowering advice to help you
succeed Everything You Need to Know About Menopause: A Comprehensive Guide to
Surviving--And Thriving--During This Turbulent Life Stage Lettering: Beginners Guide to Lettering
and Calligraphy Fonts for DIY Crafts and Art (Typography, Hand Writing, Paper Crafts, Thank You
Notes, DIY wedding, Drawing, Hand Lettering Book 1) Yearning for the New Age: Laura
Holloway-Langford and Late Victorian Spirituality (Religion in North America) Bodies of Knowledge
in Ancient Mesopotamia: The Diviners of Late Bronze Age Emar and their Tablet Collection (Ancient
Magic and Divination) Start Late, Finish Rich: A No-Fail Plan for Achieving Financial Freedom at
Any Age (Finish Rich Book Series) Sorry Please Thank You: Stories The Thank You Book (An
Elephant and Piggie Book) Thank You, God, For Mommy Thank You and Good Night Storytime with
Daniel: Thank You Day; Friends Help Each Other; Daniel Plays Ball; Daniel Goes Out for Dinner;
Daniel Feels Left Out; Daniel Visits the Library (Daniel Tiger's Neighborhood) Thank You Day
(Daniel Tiger's Neighborhood) Do Re Mi: If You Can Read Music, Thank Guido D'Arezzo

