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Synopsis

Deeply moving, this true story relates a father’s recollection of his son’s courageous and spirited

battle against the brain tumor that would take his life at the age of seventeen.
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Customer Reviews

John Gunther wrote DEATH BE NOT PROUD as a moving record of the last months of the life of his
son, Johnny, who had died, as the result of a brain tumor, at the age of seventeen. Throughout his
long and painful fight for his life, Johnny had maintained a cheerful outlook, and continued to hope
that, somehow, he would go on. His father, in writing this book, made sure that Johnny did go on.I'm
sad that some of the younger (I assume) reviewers of this book found it wanting in pathos, or
whatever it was that they thought was missing. Perhaps, with the coming of maturity, they will
realize what a remarkable book it is. The fact that John Gunther was able to write this book at all,
probably with tears in his eyes, was an amazing feat.The death of a child is probably the most
heart-wrenching loss that anyone can experience. | know. |, too, lost a son aged seventeen. That
was 21 years ago, just three months after my son’s seventeenth birthday. The pain of that loss is
still with me after all those years. Just writing a review of John Gunther’s book is almost too much.
How much more difficult must it have been for Gunther to write DEATH BE NOT PROUD within two
years of Johnny’s death.In spite of his own pain, Gunther wrote this book in hopes that other
children and their parents who might find themselves in a similar situation "may derive some
modicum of succor from the unflinching fortitude . . . . with which he (Johnny) rode through his

ordeal to the end."Before Johnny died he wrote a poem of prayer that ended as follows:"Accept my



gratitudefor all thy giftsand | shall tryto fight the good fight. Amen"And this when he knew he hadn’t

long to live. What a remarkable young man!

This might be the first book | read as a young boy which drew me to tears.lt is relatively short, and
when | reread it as an adult, | found myself awake deep into the night, turning each page in sorrow,
knowing how it was going to end. | started early on a Saturday, reading until | was done early on
Sunday morning.You know how it will end too. The title cheats us from wondering if Johnny will
make it, but at the same time, there is a peace. Johnny was ready, and teaches us a little bit about
being ready for life’s ultimate end.The title, from a famous John Donne poem, is intriguing, as
Donne saw no dignity in death, but that there was dignity in how we died. It refers to a more famous
passage by St. Paul... "Oh Death, where is your sting?" talking about how Death has no real power
over the faithful. Johnny was a faithful, powerful young man. He prayed, like another biblical person,
for his unbelief, as he humbly struggles with trying to believe in God in the middle of his fight for
life.John Gunther, the father, previously best-known for his travel books, has made a mark on
literature which will never be erased.Read this honest, quietly spiritual, compelling story. You'll be
emotionally drained, but better off for it.I fully recommend this book.Anthony Trendleditor,

HungarianBookstore.com

This is one of the best books that | have ever read. It focuses on one teenage boy who suddenly
develops a cancer causing brain tumor and his will to beat the odds and survive to make it to
college. This book shows the will to win against any odds. It tells of the human sprit and a struggle
of a young boy to survive. This book is beautifully written by the father of the teenage boy as he
undergoes three surgeries and many treatments. It also shows the parents’ desperate search to
save their son from his proclaimed fate. They try almost anything for their son. It is remarkable how
their son, throughout the entire book, is fighting. There is an ongoing struggle going on inside of
him, to fulfill his dreams and make it into Harvard. Although he missed two years of high school, he
gets tutors to help him make up his missed work. He is tutored even through the toughest times of
his illness: surgeries, pain and diet restrictions. This boy does not give up whatever it comes to. This
memoir is one that | recommend very much. It shows the courage that this boy had and really pulls

at your heartstrings.
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