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Written by an experienced university teacher, who is also a scholar and rabbi, this extensive
textbook presents an unrivalled guide to the history, belief and practice of Judaism. Beginning with
the ancient Near-Eastern background, it covers early Israelite history, the emergence of classical
rabbinic literature and the rise of medieval Judaism in Islamic and Christian lands. It also explores
the early modern period and the development of Jewry throughout the nineteenth and twentieth
centuries. Extracts from primary sources are used to enliven the narrative and provide concrete
examples of Jewish civilization. Judaism:

introduces texts and commentaries, including the

Hebrew Bible, rabbinic texts, mystical literature, Jewish philosophy and Jewish theology provides
the skills necessary to understand these step-by-step explains how to interpret the major events in
nearlyÂ 4,000 years of Jewish history supports study with discussion questions on the central
historical and religious issues, includes key reading for each chapter and an extensive bibliography
illustrates the development of Judaism, its concepts and observances, with nearly 200 maps and
photographs. A companion website links each chapter to other online resources, and gives
guidance on activities and support for teachers.
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This text is the primary text for a course I teach on Modern & Contemporary Judaism, at a university
primarily set up for military personnel to get their education via distance education. It is ideally suited
for a course in Judaism, as it is divided into three broad sections (history, belief, and practice) which
are each in turn subdivided into short chapters easily digested by students, linking together well

both within the sections and across the three principle divisions.The longest section is the history
section, and Cohn-Sherbok begins in ancient Mesopotamia, drawing on archaeological evidence
and chronicles of other ancient peoples as well as biblical sources for his development of the people
who came to be called the Jews. Cohn-Sherbok presents both the popular and/or biblical accounts
of the history as well as areas of divergence and controversy where archaeological and other data
may conflict or be missing. This is true at different key periods such as the Exodus and conquest of
Canaan, but occasionally this part is missing (for example, there are scholars who doubt the
historicity of the figure David, due to lack of extra-biblical evidence; Cohn-Sherbok does not address
this controversy).Further into history, things become a bit more clear, and Cohn-Sherbok's
discussion of the post-Babylonian development through the Hellenistic, Roman, Islamic, and
European experiences is very solid. The discussions of the nineteenth and twentieth century include
topics such as the Zionist movement, the increasing Diaspora throughout the world, the rise of
Anti-Semitism, the Holocaust, the advent of the state of Israel, and a few speculations on the future
of Judaism in the world.
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