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2002 Gold Medallion Award winner! With so much confusion about the role of men in our society,
it's no wonder so many parents and teachers are at a loss about how to bring up boys. Our culture
has vilified masculinity and, as a result, boys are suffering. Parents, teachers, and others involved in
shaping the character of boys have many questions. In Bringing Up Boys, Dr. James Dobson,
America's most trusted authority on family issues, tackles these questions and offers advice and
encouragement based on a firm foundation of biblical principles. Bringing Up Boysâ€•a must-read
book for parents, teachers, social workers, youth leaders, counselorsâ€•anyone involved in the
challenge of turning boys into good men. The audio book is read by Wayne Shepard and
punctuated by original music.
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Let me start off by saying I am no conservative Christian. My husband bought this book for me as a
sort of last-minute Christmas gift and he had no idea who James Dobson was. But hey, I'll read
anything so I gave it a try.I found myself agreeing with quite a few of his points, mainly about how
our culture has become frantic, overscheduled, overworked, and how our children are the losers
when parents become less involved in their lives and more involved in their own. He points out how
kids who eat dinner with their parents on a regular basis seem to have fewer problems with the law,
drugs, etc. He also talks about how popluar culture has become ever more toxic, something we
must struggle to help our children cope with or protect them from it. I agree with all of these things,
even though I'm considerably more on the liberal end of the spectrum.At the core of the book

(because it is about boys) is that this lack of parental involvement is harder on boys because they
naturally need more supervision and guidance than girls to make good decisions. I really enjoyed
reading his descriptions of how boys are more active and physical than girls because it gave me
some insight into why my three year old loves running in circles roaring, then falling to the ground
waving his legs in the air. The book gave me a lot of insight into how boys "work" and I think it will
make me worry a lot less that my kid has something wrong with him if he finds it hard to sit still
during Mass.I skimmed over some of the chapter on homosexuality, enough to know I was going to
have to agree to disagree with him on that one. However, I was surprised that his tone in that
chapter was full of sympathy for the kid who thinks he's gay, although his opinion of what to do
about it differs from mine.

Having read a dozen or more negative reviews my conclusion is that they generally just come down
to a disagreement on Dobson's view of certain issues, and not the meat of the book per say. These
issues could be summarized in, the breakdown of the traditional family, misunderstanding of gender
roles, and the effeminizing of males in our society. The majority of people who will negatively review
this book are those who already disagree with it ideologically from the get-go.The thing about
"Bringing up Boys" is that it does not hit solely on the problem of radical feminism and
homosexuality as it's main premise (despite what you may be led to believe by reading 1 and/or 2
star reviews), although it does highlight them in some areas as the main instigators of a deeper
societal problem. The book actually focuses more on the importance of self-esteem, protecting your
children from psychological abuse (i.e. teasing), self-control, the effects of violent media, the
importance of positive role models, and highlighting the positive strengths of being male.What you
will get in this book is a world-view for raising boys. Despite what you may have been told, it is not
about legalism, sexism, intolerance, "papal" obeisance, or whatever else you equate to religion, but
instead a greater awareness of who your son is, through a Christian understanding of love,
acceptance, and self-worth.My advice is:1. If you detest Christian worldview, then don't buy this
book - it will rankle your skin2. If you think you might disagree with something but can be an honest
ideologist then eat the meat and spit out the "bones" - there's plenty of meat.3.
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