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Synopsis

Deserve[s] a place on every Civil War bookshelf.--New York Times Book Review "[Trulock] brings
her subject alive and escorts him through a brilliant career. One can easily say that the definitive
work on Joshua Chamberlain has now been done.--dJames Robertson, Richmond
Times-Dispatch"An example of history as it should be written. The author combines exhaustive
research with an engaging prose style to produce a compelling narrative which will interest scholars
and Civil War buffs alike.--Journal of Military History"A solid biography. . . . It does full justice to an
astonishing life.--Library Journal This remarkable biography traces the life and times of Joshua L.
Chamberlain, the professor-turned-soldier who led the Twentieth Maine Regiment to glory at
Gettysburg, earned a battlefield promotion to brigadier general from Ulysses S. Grant at Petersburg,
and was wounded six times during the course of the Civil War. Chosen to accept the formal
Confederate surrender at Appomattox, Chamberlain endeared himself to succeeding generations
with his unforgettable salutation of Robert E. Lee’s vanquished army. After the war, he went on to
serve four terms as governor of his home state of Maine and later became president of Bowdoin
College. He wrote prolifically about the war, including The Passing of the Armies, a classic account

of the final campaign of the Army of the Potomac.
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Customer Reviews

"In the Hands of Providence" is a masterful biography of Joshua Lawrence Chamberlain, one of the

great Americans of the nineteenth century, and certainly one of the most heroic and hardest fighting



U.S. Army officers of all time. The author, the late Alice Rains Trulock, presents a well researched,
meticulously documented, and detailed portrait of this brilliant and courageous man.Trulock traces
Chamberlain’s early life and career - first, as a student, and later as Professor of Rhetoric (and other
subjects) at Bowdoin College in Brunswick, Maine. Chamberlain’s military career - his rise from
command of the 20th Maine to general officer rank in the Union army, and his outstanding
leadership and valor during some of the fiercest and bloodiest battles of the Civil War, including
Fredericksburg, Gettysburg, Petersburg, and Five Forks - is then chronicled with some of Trulock’s
liveliest and most exciting prose. (Chamberlain, of course, is best known for his actions as Colonel
of the 20th Maine Volunteers at the Battle of Gettysburg. Here Trulock describes in detail the events
of July 2, 1863, when he led his 380-man regiment in its successful defense of Little Round Top,
thereby saving the Union army from a crushing defeat, and ensuring his own place in the pantheon
of American military heroes.) Trulock also details Chamberlain’s post-Civil War career as Governor
of Maine (1867-1871); President of Bowdoin College (1871-1883); and unsuccessful
businessman.In addition to providing obviously well researched and superbly written descriptions of
Chamberlain’s military, political and business accomplishments, "In the Hands of Providence" also

gives the reader a balanced and objective look at Chamberlain’s personal life.

In the Hands of Providence is a very well researched look of the life of Joshua Lawrence
Chamberlain. Alice Turlock presents a definitive biography of this modest professor from Bowden
College, who met challenge after challenge to become one of the greatest leaders in Civil War
history. Chamberlain had extraordinary observational and superb writing skills. His persistence at
recording the historic events, which included his emotional reactions, gave Trulock’s wonderful
historic accounts for her book.The book starts by giving us an in depth look at his obscure Christian
upbringing in rural Maine, and follows his processes of becoming a great young man. He was an
exceptional college student, receiving the praise of his instructors. He was also highly regarded by
his neighbors and towns’ folk alike. Many considered him to have the highest moral and ethical
standard. He was so trusted and respected as a young man in his home town that an older
business man of Maine, who was an acquaintance of Chamberlain’s, entrusted him with the
dealings of his estate.While finishing his studies at Bowden, Chamberlain married his sweetheart
Frances Caroline Adams. They had a very close and loving relationship. But during the war, the
constant distance between them put a great deal of strain on their relationship. After graduation, he
accepted a position as a professor at Bowden, and held that position for several years. Chamberlain

maintained a very close relationship with his family, and he was especially close to his father in law



George Adams.When the war broke out in 1861, Chamberlain ask for a leave of absence from
Bowden to enlist, but was turned down. Not to be left out of the war, he again applied for a

sabbatical to study in Europe, and this time it was granted.
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