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September 17, 1862--The Battle of Antietam was the single bloodiest day of the Civil War. In the

intense conflict and its aftermath across the farm fields and woodlots near the village of Sharpsburg,

Maryland, more than two hundred men from Connecticut died. Their grave sites are scattered

throughout the Nutmeg State, from Willington to Madison and Brooklyn to Bristol. Author John

Banks chronicles their mostly forgotten stories using diaries, pension records and soldiers' letters.

Learn of Henry Adams, a twenty-two-year-old private from East Windsor who lay incapacitated in

the cornfield for nearly two days before he was found; Private Horace Lay of Hartford, who died with

his wife by his side in a small church that served as a hospital after the battle; and Captain Frederick

Barber of Manchester, who survived a field operation only to die days later. Discover the stories of

these and many more brave Yankees who fought in the fields of Antietam.
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John Banks' insightful book about the participation of CT residents in the Battle of Antietam is an

excellent piece of American history. It is written in clear, very readable prose. It keeps the readers

interest from page one. Banks not only reprises the details of the battle in terms of the individuals

who fought it; he includes the perspectives of nurses, undertakers, family members, and even

deserters. He admirably shows the ripple effect through time that the battle had on those who were

killed, wounded and psychologically damaged. He also delineates the activities of CT communities



to commemorate the war up to the present. He doesn't pull any punches, the gristly horror of

America's most brutal conflict is starkly portrayed. But the the human dimension he brings to the

narrative makes for a balanced look at the fight and its consequences. If you are a Civil War or

Connecticut history buff, this book is right up your alley.

Personal tales of the soldiers that were wounded and died at Antietam. Very well written....it drew

me right in.....made me feel like I was there, living through each story with the soldiers. I would

highly recommend this book for any Civil War buff!

John Banks' book on Connecticut Soldiers at Antietam is a superb collection of stories about

individual Soldiers fighting and dying during the bloodiest day in American history. He is a masterful

storyteller and this book is a must read for anyone interested in the human dimension of war. No

matter your level of interest in the Civil War or the Battle of Antietam, this is a wonderful book to gain

an understanding of what it was like for the average soldier to experience the intensity of combat.

Great job John!

Excellent book from John Banks. Details the life and times of individual officers and soldiers from

Connecticut whom fought at the Battle of Antietam. An easy read and hard to put down once you

start. Definitively a refreshing change from the battle reports, maps, and statistics content that Civil

War books often contain. Looking forward to purchasing the Hidden History of Connecticut Union

Soldiers from Mr. Banks due out in late October 2015.

One of my ancestors, Captain Newton Manross was highlighted in the book along with many others.

It was very touching to read the stories of both the survivors and those who gave their lives.

Thank you John Banks for a wonderfully insightful look into the lives of these Connecticut soldiers. I

cannot give a accurate rating as I can only read one chapter/life story at a time and have not

finished the entire book yet. Each chapter causes one to stop and reflect. I recommend this book.
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