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The term Greek philosophy, to begin with a misnomer, for there is no such philosophy in existence.
The ancient Egyptians had developed a very complex religious system, called the Mysteries, which
was also the first system of salvation. As such, it regarded the human body as a prison house of the
soul, which could be liberated from its bodily impediments, through the disciples of the Arts and
Sciences, and advanced form the level of a mortal to that of a God. This was the notion of the
summon bonum or greatest good, to which all men must aspire, and it also became the basis of all
ethical concepts. The Egyptian Mystery was also a Secret Order, and membership was gained by
initiation and a pledge to secrecy. The teaching was graded and delivered orally to the neophyte:
and under these circumstances of secrecy, the Egyptians developed secret systems of writing and
teaching, and forbade their Initiates from writing what they had learned. After nearly five thousand
years of prohibition against the Greeks, they were permitted to enter Egypt for the purpose of their
education. First through the Persian invasion and secondly through the invasion of Alexander the
Great. From the sixth century B.C. therefore to the death of Aristotle (322 B.C.) the Greeks made
the best of their chance to learn all they could about Egyptian culture; most students received
instructions directly from the Egyptian Priests, but after the invasion by Alexander the Great, the
Royal temples and libraries were plundered and pillaged, and Aristotleâ€™s school converted the
library at Alexandria into a research center. There is no wonder then, that the production of the
unusually large number of books ascribed to Aristotle has proved a physical impossibility, for any
single man within a lifetime.
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Hotep, I first read this book when I was 11 or 12 and I really liked it then. Unfortunately, this book is
hideously flawed with regard to accuracy. As I grew older and increased my personal knowledge of
Kemet/Egypt the inadequacy of this work became ridiculously obvious. James' representations of
Kemetic thought are completely erroneous. That being said, I do not side with James' other critics
on this page. I appreciate what he attempted to do for African people and I understand the brutality
of the environment in which he operated. I honor him as an Ancestor. At the same time I am not
pleased when I see people (particularly Black people) using this inaccurate work in their attempts to
combat the well armed and well entrenched Eurocentrists and Neo-Eurocentrists. Neo-Eurocentrists
and Eurocentrists find this book incredibly useful to their cause. Stolen Legacy is used to dismiss a
diverse Afrocentric movement as a bunch of dreamers, demagouges, and ill prepared romantics.
Another note: I found it very amusing how certain contributors to this page confidently stated or
implied that "the Egyptians are not Black" or that "Egypt had no connection to Sub-Saharan Africa."
(smile) Very cute, however one might actually want to study Kemetic religion, history, language, and
culture before opening their mouths to make such inane statements. This is particularly the case
with regard to Egyptian history, language, religion, and culture. The "Blackness" of this African
people is not really an issue for me (I'm sure Kemet was not absolutely homogeneous)but it annoys
me when silly people confidently assert that these AFRICANS were not Black. Another note:
Kemet/Egypt is not the only great African civilization.
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