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The national bestseller, now available in a non-illustrated, standard format paperback edition Â The
Power of Myth launched an extraordinary resurgence of interest in Joseph Campbell and his work.
A preeminent scholar, writer, and teacher, he has had a profound influence on millions of
people--including Star Wars creator George Lucas. To Campbell, mythology was the â€œsong of
the universe, the music of the spheres.â€• With Bill Moyers, one of Americaâ€™s most prominent
journalists, as his thoughtful and engaging interviewer, The Power of Myth touches on subjects from
modern marriage to virgin births, from Jesus to John Lennon, offering a brilliant combination of
intelligence and wit. This extraordinary book reveals how the themes and symbols of ancient
narratives continue to bring meaning to birth, death, love, and war. From stories of the gods and
goddesses of ancient Greece and Rome to traditions of Buddhism, Hinduism and Christianity, a
broad array of themes are considered that together identify the universality of human experience
across time and culture. An impeccable match of interviewer and subject, a timeless distillation of
Campbellâ€™s work, The Power of Myth continues to exert a profound influence on our culture. Â
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Of my two favorite memories of Campbell's talks with Bill Moyers of PBS, which is what this book
transcribes and encapsulates, the one that comes to mind is an introduction between Campbell and
a Catholic Priest, perhaps a Cardinal, that he retells. After they are introduced and the Priest is told
who Dr. Campbell is and a little about his life, he asks him, "Are you still Catholic?" To which he

replies "No, Father." He then asks- and Campbell was impressed by his specificity- "Do you believe
in a *personal* God?" To which Campbell replies, "No, Father."The Priest then replies, almost as if
to engage in a debate and denigrate the atheist's worship of the rational mind uber alles
simultaneously (and an atheist is what you are led to assume he thinks Campbell is), "Well, I guess
there is no way to logically prove the existence of God." And Campbell answers, calmly, "If there
were Father, what would be the value of faith?""It's been a pleasure meeting you Dr. Campbell,
have a nice day."Regardless of your faith, interest, background or education, you will find yourself in
the same shoes of that Priest when you read this. Campbell's erudition and knowledge of the many
ideas, subtexts and similarities inherent in the world's treasure trove of mythology is daunting to say
the least, and his approach is designed to have it all make sense to the modern human's heart. THE
POWER OF MYTH may be the best Campbell book to serve as the doorway to his world, his
incredible mind, and the eternal wisdom of mythology, as it manifests itself in every culture- not to
mention our personal lives.To say it will make you think is almost denigrating it; it will make you
ponder.
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