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The international bestselling series with over 5 million copies sold in the U.S. alone!Several years
have passed since the apprentice and his master, Will and Halt, first met, and Will is finally a
full-fledged Ranger with his own fief to look after. The fief seems sleepy?boring, even?until Lord
Syron, master of a castle far in the north, is struck down by a mysterious illness. Joined by his friend
Alyss, Will is suddenly thrown headfirst into an extraordinary adventure, investigating fears of
sorcery and trying to determine who is loyal to Lord Syron. As Will battles growing hysteria, traitors,
and most of all, time, Alyss is taken hostage, and Will is forced to make a desperate choice between
his mission and his friend.Perfect for fans of J.R.R. Tolkienâ€™s Lord of the Rings, T.H. Whiteâ€™s
The Sword in the Stone, Christopher Paoliniâ€™s Eragon series, and George R. R. Martinâ€™s
Game of Thrones/A Song of Ice and Fire series.
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My wife and fifteen year old love John Flanagan's The Ranger's Apprentice series. We've been
listening to the audiobooks for a few years now, always when we're on long trips so we can get a
whole book in. This Thanksgiving we got away for a few days, and we listened to The Sorcerer of
the North, the fifth book in the series of ten. Our trip was shorter than normal this time, though, but
we ended up listening to the book during the quiet hours of our stay at a rental cabin.In this book,

young Will is a man hand has his own territory to cover as a Ranger. He's pretty much a law unto
himself, a spy and a force for the king. It was odd seeing Will in action as a man instead of a teen,
although he isn't a very old man, barely into his twenties. I missed seeing him a Halt's side, or trying
to figure out how to play the odds against the adults. But it was also nice to see him pretty much full
grown and doing what he was trained to do.The plot is complicated in this book, and it took a little
while for all the pieces to come together, but Flanagan is a gifted author when it comes to plots. Will
is tasked with finding out what sickness has stricken down Lord Syron and who is truly loyal to him,
and maybe sorting out who the eventual inheritor of the lands should be.I liked the plotting and the
characters, the hiding and the spycraft that goes on throughout. Alyss, Will's friend who is also a
spy, joins the mission and things really heat up on all fronts because during the action Will and
Alyss discover that they're drawn to each other in ways they hadn't expected.Flanagan's sense of
the world is awesome in this one. As Will traipses around the castle, the castlegrounds, and the
forest outside the walls, the environment comes to life on every page.
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